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Region VIII (California, Nevada and Hawaii) 
Notes from the Winter Delegates Meeting 

Kansas City, MO – February 18, 2016 
 
 
American Public Works Association (APWA) is governed by a 17 member board of directors consisting of 
nine regional directors, a president, a president elect, a past president and five director at large 
positions.  Our chapter is located in Region VIII and includes chapters in California, Nevada and Hawaii.  
Each of the 63 APWA chapters appoint a chapter delegate who acts as a liaison between the chapter, 
their regional director, and the APWA Board of Directors in its implementation of APWA’s strategic plan. 
The delegate serves as a voice in sharing the opinions and ideas of the chapter while also serving as 
point of contact at the local chapter, regional and association-wide levels through dissemination of 
information to and from members.  Delegates meet twice a year, once at the national congress and a 
spring meeting held in February in Kansas City.   
 
Below are my notes from this year’s winter delegates meeting held in Kansas City, Missouri. 
 
Morning Session and Presentation  
 
Received an overall update on the status of APWA.  
 
Membership is over 29,000 for the first time since 2009. 
 
Profits for the PWX in Phoenix were above past conference since the City of Phoenix did not charge rent 
to use the conference facilities. It was the second highest attendance since 2008, 1,583 full-time and 
over 5,000 part-time attendees.  
 
There are over 1,200 registered advocates within APWA general membership.  Signing up is easy and 
you receive an email blast on action items, mostly requiring you to print out a already prepared letter, 
sign and send to local politician.  
 
There are now 19 public works institutes throughout the US. 
 
913 national and chapter events over the past 12 months. 
 
8% of membership is Canadian. 
 
39 chapters are on the new website and 15 more are transitioning. 
 
APWA national moved into a new office building in early February, 10 year lease, 50 employees, 22,000 
sq ft.  
 
APWA connect launched in early January. 
 
The old website will go dark at the end of 2016. 
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Late Morning Session - Council of Chapters Committee Meetings  
 
Following the morning session we broke into our assigned committees.  My committee is trying to help 
National better market the Donald C. Stone education programs. 
 
Regional Breakout Meetings  
 
This is by far the highlight of Council of Chapters meetings.  We have two hours to meet with the 
delegates for the rest of Region VIII.  Each delegate submitted a report (mine is attached to this report) 
and we each had a few minutes to discuss activities in each of our chapters.  Below are some of the 
highlights: 
 
Central California Chapter 

• Started a student chapter membership at Fresno, currently 11 members out of 276. 

• The chapter has switched from quarterly luncheons to monthly, good turnouts 

• Move meetings around, seems to be working well. 

• Send a poster and proclamation for national PW week to all agencies in their chapter 

 

California Central Coast Chapter 

• Internship program is over 2 year’s old and going very strong, positive impact on the chapter. 

 

Hawaii Chapter  

• Membership increase, from 73 to 84 in one year.  

• Joint meeting with ASCE, speaker was the state governor, big turnout.  

• Very good partnership with other organizations, ASCE, etc. 

 

Nevada Chapter  

• Two conferences a year, one in Northern and one Southern areas of the state.  

• Turnout is approximately 250 attendees at each conference. 

• The conferences are destination events geared towards professionals.  

 

Sacramento Chapter 

• The chapter is encouraging a “bring a young professional” to its events with prizes  

• 2015 the chapter celebrated its 50th anniversary. 

• Staff appreciation luncheon, over 500 attendees.  

• Public works week dinner, 200 attendees, raised $9,000 for scholarships.  

• Established a new officer position, Younger Member Director.  
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San Diego Chapter 

• Held a beach cleanup day, good turnout.  

• Established a reciprocal meeting with ASCE. 

• Added a student chapter at San Diego State. 

• Expanding its summer intern program. 

 

Silicon Valley Chapter  

• Current membership is 320, flat from last year  

• Expand internship program to attract younger members into APWA.  

 

Southern California Chapter   

• Current membership is 1,271, flat from last year.  

• Golf event raises about $20,000 for the chapter. 

• Kicked off a Mentorship Program, pairs a young professional with a PW Director, more info to come. 

• Launched a multi-tier chapter sponsorship which will place sponsors on a “do not call list”.  Ask for 

money once.  The levels are $5,000, $2,500 and $1,000, raised $41,500 for the year.  

 
Respectfully submitted to the Executive Committee 
Joubin Pakpour 
Northern California Delegate  
May 17, 2016 


